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Discussion 2 System & Policy
In my opinion, the poor should not have an income that is guaranteed to them. The reason behind this is that ensuring these poor people have some income at the end of the month would translate to total laziness. The most prudent step to take would be to ensure the availability of certain facilities and strategies that can help them get out of poverty. These strategies can be free education and hands-on skills as well as finding employment opportunities for them, like Kelly (2016) argues. In the question of whether poor people with children should be entitled to basic amenities, I still hold my position as no — other alternatives like finding the means to get free healthcare. I am for the belief that the best way to assure someone of knowing how to do something is not doing it for him but showing him how to do it himself. 
I am for the opinion that the reason why drug courts are not frequently used is not that one does not have sufficient resources. According to Kelly (2016), by the mere fact that the drug courts can handle only a small percentage of the cases does not necessarily mean that the offenders should be treated for their symptoms instead of crime. In another observation, I think the prosecutors might be wanting to use the easier route and provide deals for taking a plea. This fact means that the criminal might never be jailed even a single day. This will not change any time soon since there no enough resources to assist these people in getting justice.
Low-income offender courts. This court will be for those who are proven to be from humble backgrounds. Also, this court will be serving those offenders who have committed non-violent offenses that may be unknowingly or out of desperation (Mears, 2017). Low-income people find it hard to bail themselves out if they are arrested. This scenario makes them feel like justice or not being jailed is only for the rich.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In my other opinion, criminal law should put into consideration the influence of cognitive and mental disabilities. I have a feeling that people with these problems should receive lenient punishment. The point is punishing them but not as harshly as healthy persons since they cannot critically reason like them (Mears, 2017). In the event that a mentally incapacitated person is sentenced to a certain number of years in jail, the chances are high that once the person is out, he will still commit another crime since his cognitive abilities are not right.
One aspect of our readings that stood out was the one for diverse programs. These diversion programs are very applicable to people with mental illnesses, especially in our criminal justice systems. From the readings, I have got the fact that these programs are minimal since most states do not even have them. This situation places people who would like to be institutionalized in prison with no chances of getting any special treatment.
My question to the class is: Do you think reduced poverty levels will also lead to reduced crime levels? 
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